


To make sure your dream house is actually a 
dream, define everything you want it to be.  The 
scope of work is essentially the blueprints for the 
blueprints. 

Be as clear and specific as you can. A general Be as clear and specific as you can. A general 
scope would be something like “4 bedrooms, 4 
1/2 baths, 3 car garage”. A better scope is  
“6000 square feet to include master suite, 3 bed-
roms with bathrooms, a powder room, a room 
for a home office, 3 car heated garage with a 
space above for a future mother in law suite.”   
Be sure to think about the exterior as well.  It’s Be sure to think about the exterior as well.  It’s 
good to include patios, porches, pools, guest 
houses, and storage buildings. The more specific 
you are, the easier it is for an architect to make 
sure you have everything you want. 

A well defined scope helps with all aspects of 
the project: due diligence, design, site planning, 
pricing, etc.  It establishes guidelines and expec-
tations that can be referred to throughout the 
design process. 

A .LA N E A RC HITEC TURE

Not Defining The Scope 
M ISTAKE #1



Is your dream house feasible? Many people think that be-
cause you own land, you can do whatever you want. There 
are several ordinances in place that can have a huge effect 
on what you can and cannot build. 

Local zoning regulations vary wildly from one location to an-
other. Zoning regulations can dictate building size, materials, 
parking, and things you’re alowed to do on your property. 
For instance, some locations do not allow in-home businesses 
or accessory dwellings (i.e an apartment over the garage). 

There may be specific environmental requirements for your 
site. Floodplains, drainage, protected areas or other utliity 
easements may be present. There may also be specific 
home owners associtation requirements.

Any of these regulations can really mess up your dream Any of these regulations can really mess up your dream 
house plans. You may even need to hire professionals to de-
termine any irregular requirements that will impact your 
dream house design. 
The last thing ou want is some surprise well into the project 
that will cost you time and money.

A .LA N E A RC HITEC TURE

Not Doing Your Due Diligence 
M ISTAKE #2



Even if the budget is not an issue, it’s smart to set a realistic 
budget and be very vocal about it. The sooner, the better. 
No clear budget leads to the assumption that money is not a 
priority. Even if you plan to spare no expense, setting a 
budget eliminates any wasteful spending.   

Setting a budget early on provides a guideline for the entire Setting a budget early on provides a guideline for the entire 
project. Working towards a budget goal from the start is 
much easier than falling in love with a design only to find out 
you are way over budget. Re-design to retrofit to a budget 
takes time and is an additional cost. 

A .LA N E A RC HITEC TURE

Not Setting a Budget
M ISTAKE #3



Sounds simple but prioritizing will make decision making 
easy. You need to determine and rank your needs & 
wants.  Categories that can determine your priorities 
are: aesthetics, time frame, quality, cost, and function.  

Clearly prioritizing what you want in your dream house Clearly prioritizing what you want in your dream house 
as early as possible saves you time and money in the 
design process and avoids disappointement by clearly 
defining expectations. 

A .LA N E A RC HITEC TURE

Not Prioritizing
M ISTAKE #4

“Angie Lane was the perfect architect for our 
project and provided a client welcome packet 
along with her estimate for services. She under-
stood our vision and her process was straight-
forward. I recommend A. Lane to anyone look-
ing for an architect or designer who appreci-
ates modern design and embraces your vision 
rather than designing something that doesn't 
represent you. You can tell she genuinely 
enjoys designing spaces that are both unique 
yet timeless.”
Tiffany & Chris- Ferndale, Michigan



Having the right team is key to making your dream house a 
reality. Besides you, the two biggest players are the architect 
and the general contractor. A good rapport with both these 
professionals will make communication a breeze but you 
can’t base this rapport off of recommendations for reviews.  

The best architects and contractors may not be the right fit 
for you and your dream house.

The best way to get a feel for someone is to talk to them. The best way to get a feel for someone is to talk to them. 
Make sure they’re licensed. Make sure their values are your 
values. And make sure to follow up any conversations with a 
simple email recap. Get any type of quotes or estimates in 
writing. 

A .LA N E A RC HITEC TURE

Not Interviewing Architects & 
Contractors

M ISTAKE #5

"Any builder can give you drawings, if you want 
a real talent, hire Angie to make it yours."

Nathan- Chelsea, Michigan



https://calendly.com/architectangie/oneonone
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